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Over 2,000 pink clad women take part in Crystal
Palace Park Race for Life for Cancer Research
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  Comments (1)

OVER 2,000 women dressed in pink ran and walked 5k and 10k races at Crystal Palace Park
Race for Life last weekend.

The women, and some childen, braved rainy weather to raise an estimated £210,000 for the
charity, with many running in memory of loved ones affected by the disease.

One of them was Eleanor White, a former journalist and mum of three from Forest Hill who
won the race in a speedy 22 minutes.

The 43-year-old ran in memory of her uncle, Derrick White, who she lost to cancer four years
ago.

Runners warm up for the race at Crystal Palace Park
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Eleanor said she hadn't trained for the event other than the occasional jog. She said: "I'm so
pleased I'm amazed at my result, I didn't think I'd come anywhere near the beginning and I
was running head to head with a nine year old boy at one stage.

"This was really to do with doing it for all the people who have death in their family and that
was in my mind the whole time."

Hot on Eleanor's heels was Lola Rafferty, a 12-year-old year seven pupil from Coloma
Convent Girls' School who finished the race in just 23 minutes to come fifth

Lola, from Dulwich, ran with mum Rosie Pearson in memory of her teaching assistant from
primary school St Joseph's Infant School. Loraine Harris had worked in Lola's class for four
years before passing away in September 2014.

Lola said: "She was so sweet, she was always there for me. She was someone who it was an
honour to know. I feel like I've really said goodbye now."

She also ran for her grandma and granddad.
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Three generations of Marjorie Perkins' family, from Thornton Heath, ran in memory of her
sister, Jean Phillips, who died from a brain tumour 20 years ago aged just 37.

The 53-year-old ran with her sister, cousin, nieces and great-niece. It is the family's sixth
Race for Life and Marjorie said the atmosphere at the course was "brilliant".

Marjorie, a product manager for BT and volunteer with Speakers of Croydon, said: "It's really
meaningful. It's a way of us paying tribute to our sister and making we continue to keep her
memory alive."

See all the photos from the even here and here.

YOUR STORIES

Kate Sanwell, 44, with children Aishwarya, 10, and Arnav, 6, Khadka, from Shirley but
now living in Beckenham.

Arnav said: "I always wanted to practice at school and I keep practicing at school because I
wanted to do this. I like that sometimes when I go really fast I don't even feel the ground.

"The race today was really good."

Aishwarya said: "We were doing it for our granny. My granny was really nice, I was about six
she died and we were really sad. When I felt like slowing down I thought I was doing it for
her."

Kate said: "We are running for my mum so this is quite emotional really. They are fantastic I
am so proud of both of them."
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Rina Gandhi, 33, project manager and mum of two from Shirley. Running with Aakeen
Shah, 35, jewellery designer and mum of two from Shirley.

Rina said: "It was really good, and the volunteers around the circuit really did help cheer
you along and really motivated us.

"I lost my auntie to cancer and we're doing it for the people we know who have suffered."

Joanne McKeown, 26, a nursery officer from Beckenham. Running with Nicola Stone, 25,
also from Beckenham.

Joanne said: "I feel awesome. It was really good. It sounds stupid but its really nice that it
was raining today because it's really refreshing.

"I'm running for my grandma, Ellen Rose Bowden, who passed away sixteen years ago."
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Paula Sugrue, 48, and son James, 8, from Beckenham. Running with friend Julie pummel,
48, also from Beckenham.

James said: "It was hard. I'm running for nanna and auntie."

Paula said: "My husband's sister died from breast cancer aged 63 and I lost my mum to
lung cancer. They were lovely people, it happens to the wrong people. James loved them
both."
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